^Tebical  Officer’s  Jltxnual  Report 


TO  TH1 

LEIGHTON  BUZZARD  URBAN  COUNCIL, 

January,  1895. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  lay  before  you  ray 
annual  report  for  1894. 

I  begin  by  noting  the  births  and  deaths,  which 
I  may  premise  by  saying  that  they  do  not  at  all 
show  the  population  to  be  declining,  or  even 
stationary.  The  births  are  151,  or  at  the  rate  of 
22  35  per  thousand,  whilst  the  deaths  are  112,  or 
at  the  rate  of  17'02per  thousand,  or  as  the  decimal 
is  so  trifling  we  may  dismiss  it,  and  call  the 
mortality  17  per  thousand.  This,  however,  is  too 
high,  as  it  compares  but  ill  with  Dunstable  at 
12.5,  or  Bedford  at  1329,  or  Biggleswade  at  16'46, 
or  even  our  rural  district  of  the  Leighton  Union 
at  13-54;  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
Clipstone  Brook,  which,  running  under  Lake-street, 
skirting  the  Bell  Close,  and  presently  joining  the 
county  stream,  is,  like  the  latter,  an  open  sewer — 
each  stream  draining  respectively  the  northern 
and  southern  parts  of  the  town — and  coupled  with 
this  that  the  water-supply,  drawn  from  surface 
wells,  is  necessarily  contaminated  by  the  privies 
which  abound  soaking  through  a  pervious  soil, 
the  wonder  is  that  the  mortality  is  not  greater. 
These  evils  are  being  combated  by  the  expensive 
and  elaborate  systems  now  in  course  of  construction 
but  as  yet  not  finished.  An  artesian  well  has 
been  sunk  and  found  to  yield  30  gallons  of  water 
per  head  per  diem,  and  as  the  quantity  required 
is  25  gallons  (with  water-closets)  this  is  very 
satisfactory,  but  as  yet  the  water  is  not  laid  on. 
I  may  add  that  the  mortality  is  somewhat  less 
than  it  was  :  17  for  1894  ;  17‘48  for  1893  ;  18  64 
for  1892 ;  and  21-33  for  1891 — the  year  the  Local 
Board  was  instituted.  Remembering  that  the 
county  stream  runs  close  by  our  town,  I  do  hope 
that  when  our  reforms  are  obtained,  and  so 
expensively,  that  a  neighbouring  parish  will  not 
be  allowed  to  pour  its  unpurified  sewage  into  our 
county  stream,  but  will  be  made  to  precipitate  and 
disinfect  it,  as  we  are  doing.  The  notoriously 
good  result  obtainable  by  sanitary  measures  has 
been  glaringly  exhibited  in  Calcutta,  India,  where 
the  mortality  at  69  per  thousand  has  been  brought 
down  to  15  by  the  stern  insistance  of  the  British 
authorities  for  sanitary  improvements.  Diphtheria 
made  itself  very  prominent  during  the  year — 
a  disease  due  very  much  to  defective  sanitation, 
but  not  altogether  in  6uch  direct  relation  to  it  as 
some  other  diseases  such  as  typhus  or  typhoid  ;  it 
seems  to  have  certain  vagrant  laws  of  its  own. 
Diphtheria  claimed  four  victims  under  five  years 
of  age,  and  three  older  ;  of  bronchitis,  &c.,  four 
victims  under  five,  and  eight  older  ;  consumption, 
whether  of  the  lungs  or  of  the  bowels — the  former 
in  older  people,  the  latter  in  children — yielded 
nine  deaths  under  five  years  of  age,  and  twelve 
older;  measles  claimed  nine  deaths  in  children 
under  five  years  of  age,  and  one  older.  This 
disease  ran  a  severe  and  extensive  epidemic  in  the 
autumn,  necessitating  the  closure  of  the  schools 
for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  With  regard  to  the 
popular  and  very  mistaken  notion  as  to  the 
supposed  trifling  character  of  this  malady,  I  quote 
from  a  letter  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from 
the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  which  he  says  :  "Measles  already  kills 
between  thirteen  and  fourteen  thousand  people  in 
England  and  Wales  in  a  year,”  and  further  adds 
that  “  in  the  years  1889-92  ino  less  than  53,572 
deaths  were  registered  from  this  ‘innocent’ 
complaint.”  And  yet  mothers  will  put  a  healthy 
child  in  bed  with  a  measles’  child  in  order  to  catch 
the  complaint,  under  the  again  mischievously  mis¬ 
taken  notion  that  as  he  must  have  it,  he  had  better 


have  it  sooner  than  have  it 
intensely  contagious,  the 
before  the  eruption  appears, 


later.  Measles  are 
nfection  beginning 
it  certainly  does  not 


require  any  help  to  make  it  spread.  I  find  in  the 
township  of  Leighton  that  110  deaths  were 
registered,  these,  with  two  deaths  of  people  in  the 
union,  making  112,  which  constitutes  our  mortality. 
The  other  fifteen  deaths  were  of  people  from  the 
villages ;  also  the  three  deaths  in  the  Sanitary 
Hospital.  Of  the  110  deaths,  27  were  in  children 
under  one  year  old  ;  sixteen  in  children  over  one 
year,  and  under  five ;  five  between  five  and 
fifteen ;  six  between  fifteen  and  twenty-five ;  27 
between  twenty-five  and  sixty-five,  and  29  over 
that  age.  Of  the  seventeen  deaths  in  the  Union- 
house,  eight  were  over  twenty-five  and  under 
sixty-five,  and  nine  above  that  age.  Of  the  three 
deaths  in  the  Sanitary  Hospital,  two  were  over 
one  and  under  five  years  of  age,  and  one  older ; 
these  latter  three  were  from  scarlet  fever. 

Report — As  to  visiting  the  premises  in  High- 
street,  to  see  a  case  of  scarlatina,  in  a  mild  form. 
Every  attention  given  to';  disinfection,  so  case 
recovered. 

Report — Visited  Mr.  Wilson’s  child,  with  scali- 
head,  said  to  have  been  caught  from  Humble’s, 
of  Bassett-road.  I  saw  this  child  at  the  Board 
school,  and  examined  him ;  found  his  head  very 
bad  indeed.  I  instructed  schoolmistress  to  refuse 
child’s  re-admission  to  school,  and  all  other 
infected  children  as  far  as  came  within  her 
knowledge.  I  laid  before  the  Board  these  facts, 
urging  the  great  [danger  of  throwing  all  hats 
and  caps  into  one  receptacle  or  basket,  and 
urging  a  cupboard,  to  be  provided  with  pegs. 

Report — Visited  premises  in  Standbridge-road 
where  a  child  had  died  of  diphtheria.  Fumiga¬ 
tion  was  employed,  &c. 

Report — Visited  the  house  at  Billington-road 
crossing,  on  a  report  of  diphtheria.  Found 
privy-closet  in  a  filthy  state ;  and  further,  it 
was  less  than  six  feet  from  the  dwelling.  The 
sink  in  the  kitchen  was  very  faulty.  Pipe  went 
through  the  wall  to  outside  ;  so  far,  right  ;  but 
it  emptied  immediately  over  the  grating,  so  that 
all  smells  returned  into  the  house.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  wrote  to  the  railway  company  to 
acquaint  them  with  these  facts,  and  giving  sug¬ 
gestions  for  their  amendment. 

Report — That  a  complaint  had  been  made  to  me 
of  some  storm-water  carrying  sewage  into  the 
schoolroom  of  the  Primitive  Methodist  Chapel, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  built  on  an  incline  from 
North-street,  and  provision  should  have  been 
made  by  the  builder  to  prevent  these  possibili¬ 
ties.  However,  Messrs.  Garlick  and  Horton 
attended  to  the  matter  at  once,  and  put  it  right. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  a  good  deal  of  rain 
fell  in  June,  flooding  the  works  then  and  now 
in  progress. 

Report — As  to  three  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring 
in  a  Lodge  in  Plantation-road,  two  of  which 
proved  fatal.  I  visited  the  place,  and  pointed 
out  certain  errors  in  the  building  and  premises, 
which  were  corrected  by  the  owner. 

Report — As  to  leakage  of  coal  gas  (in  Lake-street) 
which,  by  permeating  the  soil,  made  an  un¬ 
healthy  condition.  Gas  Company  had  these 
repaired.  It  would  seem  that  gas  mains  and 
pipes  wear  out  like  most  other  things. 

Report — Having  received  a  notice  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  advising  as  to  the  progress 
choleia  was  making  on  the  Continent,  and 
pointing  out  the  necessity  of  carefully  noting 
every  case  of  diarrhoea,  and  not  allowing  it  to 
ingravesce  into  cholera. 


Report — As  to  visiting  the  Schools  of  the  town 

with  regard  to  the  then  prevailing  epidemic  of 

measles. 

Report — As  to  three  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the 

Woburn-road. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  there  is  an 
appreciable  amount  of  infectious  disease  in  the 
course  of  a  year.  It  will  possibly  surprise  many 
to  learn  that  your  sanitary  officers  have  no  recog¬ 
nised  means  of  finding  out  where  it  is,  or  if  there 
is  any  at  all.  We  can  only  get  our  knowledge  in 
a  casual  and  most  uncertain  way.  The  Diseases 
Notification  Act  seems  unpopular,  but  we  ought 
to  be  helped  by  some  such  agency  to  know  where 
infectious  disease  exists,  and  then  we  could  give 
our  attention  to  the  conditions  which  cause  it. 
The  objections  urged  against  the  Act  can  be  met, 
we  think,  by  guarded  reports  with  plenty  of  that 
tact  and  discrimination  which  is  so  necessary  in 
all  business  whatsoever. 

A  very  serious  and  disastrous  flood  took  place 
at  the  decline  of  the  year — about  November — a 
heavy  rain  coming  down  as  a  deluge,  producing 
more  storm-water  than  the  sinuous  shallow  water¬ 
courses,  impeded  by  low  bridges,  and  blocked  by 
the  water-mills  (which  ought  to  be  no  nearer 
a  town  than  two  miles),  could  at  the  moment 
carry  off.  In  the  Stanbridge-road,  Billington- 
road,  and  Union  -  street,  and  far  up  into 
Lake-street  was  an  open  sea  of  several  feet 
depth.  The  occupant  of  a  cottage  in  the 
Stanbridge-road  told  me  that  the  water  came  up 
for  over  one  foot  in  her  cottage;  in  fact,  she 
showed  me  the  water-line  on  the  paper  on  the 
wall.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  path  by 
the  cottage  is  at  a  much  higher  level  than  the 
road  itself,  and  from  this  raised  path  the  cottage 
must  be  entered  by  two  steps,  it  will  at  once  be 
seen  how  deep  was  this  flood.  No  words  of  mine 
are  at  all  necessary  to  show  how  such  a  state  of 
things  must  militate,  and  that  strongly,  against 
the  public  health  of  a  town ;  and  the  Urban 
Council  will  doubtless  feel,  as  guardians  of  the 
public  safety,  how  desirable  it  is  to  search  for,  and 
if  possible,  find,  a  remedy,  or  at  least  an  abate¬ 
ment,  of  these  disastrous  possibilities.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that  attention  is  being  given  to  the  South- 
street  bridge,  with  a  view  to  its  being  raised  to 
allow  more  room  for  the  water. 

Gentlemen,  I  append  Tables  A  and  B  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  I  also  append  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report,  as  furnished  by  him,  and 


Beg  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  HEDGES. 


Number  of  Nuisances  reported  .  63 

,,  Notices  to  abate .  77 

Drains  repaired .  14 

Infectious  Diseases  .  23 

Breaches  of  Bye-Laws  .  2 

Flans  submitted . 9 


